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SSE PETIT 


| WHEREIN 
Some ſecrer letrs of rhe intended Reformation: are 
diſcovered. | 
The danger of Diviſion prevented. And Us 
The Unitie of this Iland in Religion urged: 2 
" THE COMMISSIONERS # 


GE NERALL ASSEMBLY _ 


7 EDINBURGH, -. 
| Printed by Ewan Tyler Printerto the Kings - 
 moſtexcellent Majeſtic, 1643. - 
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Gro: Pcople of:G'OD , andof the Kirk'of 
2%. Chriſt,fince the beginning, and our own: 
Leg: SOT late , but very notable and-never to be. 
Eyes forgotten experience, may abundantly: 
I Je 27 teach us, that the motions. reſolutions. 


and endeavours of the Godly , for: the advancement 


of the Kingdome of the Sonot. G O D , by: eſtabliſh- 
ing or -propagating the Reformation of Religion, 
| muſt meet with a world ot oppoſition and. hinderances, 

which might make theirhearts to faint,and their hands to 


fail, if upbn the ſame grounds: and documents they were 
not taughtto acquit themſelves, in doing the dutie requi- 


| red of them by the neceſfitie of their callings, and for the 
ſucceſle to depend upon the unſearchable wiſedome, and: 
| on invincible power of G.Q'D , which are made perfect in 


the ſimplicitie and weakneſleof his ſervants : The Jeal of 
the Lerd of hoſts will Koyrg it, 

There hath ever been in the Kirk of Chriſt,and ſhall be 
rotheend, a generation: :which maketh more accompt of 
the World.then of the Faith'of Chriſt;doth'iconceive that 
differences about Religion are but the contentions ob 
| Kirk-men , that therefore there is no neceſſitie of the Re- 
formation of Religion , and that to know nothing of this 
| kinde, is the-ſureft, Faith, agd ſeeketh in: their ſervice to 
' Kings and Princes civilly to ſupererogate ar their hands, 
EY beyond the deſervings of others (And above the expreſſed 
deſires and commands of PrinceWhemſelves, that the re- 

+ wards oftheir ſingular zeal may be the greater, and there« | 

T * fore haveproyen,anddaily doe proye the moſt pernictous 
s | and-dangerous enemies of the true Religion : againſt this 
wer. genc- 
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generation, which ſaith, Zct us doab wiſely with them, we 
eve abi comfort and adyantage, that we know ainongſh: 


all the Enemies ofthe Truth , they leaſt of alfrhink that 
they doe GO D ſervice.” © ls Foot. 
"We who are intruſted for the time ,-ro.be:the Com-: 


" 4 


miſfionersof the hare Generall Aſſembly ſitting at E dim) 


burgh for the Aﬀaires of the Kirk committed to our care) 
ws diligence , fpecially for preſerving of our. own Re-! 
formation , and Peace againſt all forts of Enemies , and: 
according to the intereſt of this Kirk for Unitie-in Reli-* 
Sion and Uniformitice of Government with the 'Kirk of 
England,which was no new motion of ours , buta pro- | 
poſition made by the Commiſſioners of the Treaty , 
whichrhen received from the Kings Majeſtie and Parha- 
ment of Exzland , fach:an Anſwer as hath been the. 
roundof many Conſultations , Declarations and Pub- 
Fick Letters ſince , andof a renewed ſupplication at this 
time tothe Kings Majeſtie, and 'of a Declaration to the 
Parliament of 'Z»zland for the ſame effe&.'' While 'we' 
are thus exerciſed , we are©defired by ſome:Noblſetnen, 
Barons and Burgeſfles, occafionally met at Zd;nhnrgh, ro 
fend ſome of our number to-joyne with them in a.Periti- 
on , repreſenting to the right Honourable the Lords and 
other Commiſſioners of Parliamenrforthe conſervation 
of peace,their humble thoughts and teares at the'printing 
of His Majeſties ' Letter of thedate , December 5; by 
 Warrand and. Command of.the right Honourable the 
Lords of His Majeſties Privie: Ovuncell ; and th& not 
printing of the-Declaration of botly Houſes of Parlia- 
ment ,.unto which theJprinted Letter was an Anſwer, 
might be:taken by tht Kngdome of England , as an ap- 
. probatiore of the whole marter, arid-all *the*iparticulars 
which it. did expreſſe';, andthereby ro animate and pro- 
voke this Nation againſt them as Rebells and Traitobrs ; 
=" 19 67% | \. We 


We finding ; that the Petition: did homologate borh 
in the end and meanes with, our: Commiſſion ', and- 
the matter ' of our preſent deliberations , did willing-: 
ly fatisfie the deſire of the Petitioners , and there- 
Gin from our tender and dutifull reſpe& to His Majeſties 
Honour , for preventing and removing ofall occaſion of 
jealouſtes and ſuſpitions betwixt the two Kingdomes, for. 
preſervation both of our own peace at home,8 our com- 
mon peace with England,and for promovingtheſo much 
deſired Unitie of Religion; .a meane of. all other moſt 
conducing to: the conſervation of both , did with them 
( conforme to the order obſerved in ſuch caſes fince the 
beginning of our late Reformation )- humbly ſupplicate, 
that the meaning of the publication of His Majeſties Let-. 
ter might be.cleared , and that the Declaration of both: 
Houſes of Parliament to their Brethren of Scotland- 
might be printed and publiſhed, &c, FI 
Bur behold , after a few dayes a contrary Petition.1s: 
reſentedito the Lords of His Majeſties Privie Councell, 
ba ſome private Noblemen , Barons and Gentlemen, 
which coming to our hands , we found after due exami- 
nation to be nothing elſe but a ſecret plot and ſubtle un- 
der-mining of all the preſent defignes of this Kirk and 
Kingdome, for Unitie of Religion , and of all the work I 
of God inrthis Land : And therefore we madeupon it the þ 
obſervations and animadverſions following. | 
Thar private Perſons knowing that the Commul- 7, 
ſtoners of the Generall Aſſembly were fitting at this time: 
about ſuch matters as they meddlewith-intheir Petiti- 
on, and that we had joyned i preſenting a Petition to 
the Commiſſioners for conferyng of Peace, much abour., 
the ſame particulars, whereof they. could not be 1gnorant. 
by.reafon of the Ad ofthe late Afſembly.chey did. nor-f0- 
muchas acquaint us with.their intentions,that yre naght.. 
| A's either 
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"either have petitioned with'them ; or have adviſed them/ 
rodeſiſt: which'although'it may ſeem to be bur anerrour 


inthe manner of theit doing, yet doth it imply contempr, ' 
uſurpation and divifion ; and being winked at , may. be 


. the cauſe of much diſturbance / and confuſion in theſe 


times, eſpeciallythey profefling that they deſire to cleare 
themſelvesand their intentions, not only to the Lords of 
Councell, but to the Kings Majeſtie , to the Kingdome 
of England , and toall the world , which is nothing. 
elſe: but under the: colour of a Petition to make a pub- 
lick Declaration, contrary to the proceedings,not only 
of the Generall Aſſembly and their Commiſſioners , | 
but alſoto the deſires and diligence of the Commiſho- - 
ners of the Treaty of the honourable Lords of Counce!l, 
and of the Conſervators of Peace , who haveall concur- 
red, and do ſtill concurre in their joynt defires of Unite. 
of _—_ in His Majeſties -Dominions , reſolving'to* 
prefſe this Unitie tothe uttermoſt .of their endeavours as 
a neceſſary preſervative of our own Reformation and 
Peace”, which without it cannot long ſubſiſt ; and much 
croſling that clauſe of our Covenant wherein we ſweare, 
that we ſhall not caſt in any lett or impediment that may 
ſtay: or hinder any ſuch reſolution , as by common con- 
{ent ſhall be found to conduce for ſo good ends. | 
Although the Petitioners profefſe with us that 
they deſire the Union of this ITland in Religion and Kirk- 
Government , yet their Petition doth tooplainly and 
Ipably tend to the contrary.as is apparent by this three-. 
old confideration :#. For remedie of the diviſions and 
diſtractions in England ,Yhe Petition deſfireth only the 
ſuppreſsion of inſolent Papiſit , malignant ſchiſmaticks , and 
diſtoyall Browniſts and Separatiſts;the ſpectall , if not ſole pro- 
movers and fomenters of theſe unhappy miſ-utiderſtandings : 
and thus doth paſſe by the Pribnes and balketh the 
Biſhops, 


gt 7 IR.. © on 

Biſhops, who have been the moſt reſtleſſe ſticklars in, this 
'buſineſſe , and the prime anthors of all theſe rragedies 
fince the beginning, and thereby would rake ns off our 
right and ſtraight courſe of preſſing uniformitie in Kirk 
government , .1n the Treatie, in our Declarations, and 
in the Generall Aſſembly : The Apologiſts for the petiti- 
on would have reduced the Prelates either to Papiſts , or 
to Setaries ; but the Authors of the Petition' intended 
better ſervice, by — the Petition to England, with- 
-out trenching upon the Lordly Prelacie, or touching the 
Prelates at all; which from ſtrangers is an high provoca- 
tion againſt the Kingdome and Parliament of England, 
_.andno ſmall prejudice againſt the proceedings of this 
Kirk and Kingdome for Reformation. 2' This Petition 
doth indire&ly caſt foule aſperſions upon theſe who. are 
moſt zealous for the Reformation in England , and doth 
very much ſymbolize with the language of the Popith 
and Prelaticall party in England calling the Parliament, 
and all thatiſeek after Reformation, Brownifts , Separa- 
tiſts, Authors of tumult nary conventions , &c. 3 It hint- 
eth at our zeal and forwardneſſe in the matter of the Re- 
formation of the Kirk of England : which may appeare 
thus; The Petitioners declare , That ſince the daty of cha- 
'rity doth” oblige all Chriſtians to' pray and profeſſe their de- 
ſires, that all others were of the ſame Religion with them- 
ſelves, &c. Therefore they repreſent their wiſhes foruni- 

tie of Religion and Kirk government,as an expreſſion and 
. teſtimonie of their affection to the good of their brethren 
4n Etgland : Declaring further That they deſire this work 
to be proſecuted without preſumſpg or uſurping to preſcribe 
 bawes and rules of Reformation to their Neighbours. And a- 
-gain they repeat, that by their-wiſhes and Zfres they intend 
no'wayes to paſſe their boands', inpreſcribing or ſetting downe 
rules and umits to His Majeſtie and Houſes of Eg 
| FREtr. 
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nd why do they ſo plentifully purge,and carefully clear 
themſelves concerning this particular , if their intention 
were not to leave ſome aſperſion upon thisKirk and State, 


as if we were paſſing our bounds, by preſuming to pre- - 


ſcribe rules and limits to His Majeſtic and Houſes of Par- 
liament £ For furtherevidence whereof, it is ro be re- 
membred , that in the firſt part of their Petition they 


plainly profeſſe , that they are clearing themſelves and 
their intentions, leſt they ſhould be'thought co be invol- 


ved with us 'in the ſame deſires, judgements, and -opini- 
ons : So that all which they ſay by way of clearing of 
themſelves and their intentions,ariſeth from this ground, 
that they will not be thought involved with us in our de- 
fires, judgements, and opinions ; and ſo condemne us in 
theſe particulars,in which chiefly they juftifie themſelves: 
neither can wee knit together their words, or interpret 
their apologie to another meaning. Now what is this elſe 
but to. overturne the very "ts oO of all: our endea- 
vours forthis work of Reformation, which was the Arti- 
cle of the Treatie for union in Religion,and uniformity in 
Kirk government 2 Not as a matter nakedly deſired and 
wiſhed for , but as a principall demand, .and neceſſary 
mean, without which neither truth nor peace could be 
ſecured-unto us: The importance and neceſſitie whereof 
hath been fince that time ſo deeply laid to heart by this 
Kirk and Kingdome;that as the Generall Aſſembly , and 


we for our patt repreſenting the ſame, forthe Lords of .. 


Councell,; and the Commiſhoners of Parliament for con- 
ſervation of the peace, cQurrng with us, have been,and 
are moſt ſerious and ſolicitous inthe importunate and ear- 


neſt prefling of this union-in Religion and Kirk govern- 


met, reſolving to uſe our uttermoſt endeavours in-the 
proſecuting and effeQuating of ſuch a blefled and 
, | neceſſary 


phe px ery and authoritie,jn the way of proſecution hereof. 
W. 
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” neceſſary work, as being dearerto us then all our Lives : © 


and Fortunes - neither did the Generall Aſſembly ſpare 
to repreſent their humble advice concerning the way of 
proſecuting that work to the houſes of Parliament ,, and 
co others ſeeking after Reformation in England, 


in this Kirk and Kingdome for as it doth refle& upon 
us for our joyning in the Petition concerning His Maje- 
ſties printed Letter preſented to the Commiſſioners of 
Parlia.nent, for conſervation of the Peace,upon a pretext 
(as it ſaith ) of the not fitting of the Privie Councell at 
that time ; ſo it infinuateth,that we did preſume to queſti- 
on or ſeek of the Lords of Councell an account of their 
Actions; both which are foule and groundleſle aſperſions: 
yea,it.declareth, thatthe Petitioners doe ſo far diſlike our 
Petition , that they conceive they were wanting in their 
duticand allegeance to the Kings Majeſty , it by their {t- 
lence they ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be involved with us 
- inthelike deſires, judgements and opinions: thus plainly 
[ _ profeſling a diviſion and ſeparation , aſwell from us, as 
from other Noblemen , Gentlemen, Burgefſes and Mini- 
ſters, here occaſionally met, with whom wejoyned inthe 
foreſaid Petition. And not content. to with-draw- them» 
ſelves from being involved with us, the Petition doth 
alſo inſinuare, that in their opinion we are involved in the 
breach of dutic and allegeance to the Kings Majeſtie; and 
not we only , but the Commiſſioners for.conferving the: - 
- Peace,who did hearken and afſentco our Petition, and did 
ſeriouſly recommend to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie--- 
.* Councell, that part of the Sher which did concerne- 
their Lordſhips clearing of theirfnganing in, the ;publica-. 
A tion of His Majeſties Letter;by their. canſing-priatthe De-- 
1 claration 'of the Parliament of England.: The Lords of 
*  [Councell are likewiſe on” inthe ſame breach of al- 


vet be Sets 8, dai nent», = 1 AS 2 Ne re 1 Lt a 8 WR. COL TOI Ie OE”, - ET DIO "hw" q 
"a DA Es SO Z A Of - » WEE; 44 wi - - $24 : - z wh >. T% pn ih IS : 4 Y bonnoder” A4FS ot Fay cot 4 
B+ ol IS WTF IE, Ss Z -— - 4 : wv 3 a, > . 84 © Rs F 


Their Petition doth tend to a dangerous diviſion } | 
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kegeince,, by reaſon of their grant 'of our deſire in cauſing 
print the Declaration of both Houſes of Parliament, upon 


-the warrant of anotherLetter from His Majeſty,and there- 
_ with declaring , that their Lordſhips publication of any 


Paper, doth notimpore their approbation of the contents 
thereof. 

The Petition above-mentioned doth import no-ſmall 
prejudice to the happy Union and late Treaty of Peace be- - 
twixt the Kingdomes,infinuating to the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſties Privie Councell, that their Lordſhips1n anſwering 


- our Petirion concerning the clearing of their meaning 1n 


the publication of His Majeſties Letter , might do no act 
which may give His Majeſty occaſion to repent him of - 
thar truſt for aid and affiftance, which He was pleaſed to 
declare in his Letter December 5. that he repoſeth in us 
His Subjes of this His ancient and native Kingdome; 
whereby the Petitioners do intimate their deſtres,that the 
Lords of Councell might not declare that for which we 
did ſupplicate , burto declare by their not printing the. 
Declaration of the Parliament, that their Lordſhips pub- 
licatzon of His Majeſties Letter did import their approba- 
tion of the contents thereof , and ſo acknowledge their 
willifignefſerotxke: Arms againſt the Parliament of Eng- 
Hind,upon the grounds'contained in that Letter, when His 
Majeſty ſhall require them ſo to doe. And for their own 
-patt.they declare;that they think themſelves obliged zz c- 
ery cnuſerwhich' may concerne: His eMajcſties honour to con 
'ourrewith'their friends and followers in quiet manner, or in 


Arms, «as they ſhall be required of his Majeitie, his Coun® 
eet,or any having his autÞpritie. Which if underſtood and 


-#pplyed #rizht,no-loyalSubje& can deriy, but it is meant 


--ind exprefſediintheirPeririon;as in'oppoſition'ro'our Pe- 


tition; -So ih conremplation of the Differences beryixt 
His Majeſty,and'the Parliament of England, unto which 
| their | 
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- _theirwords relate. For they profeſſe to, repreſent ſach 
particulars as they are confident will much conduce'to the- 
removing of all the miſtakes betwixt His Majeſty.and the” 


Parliament: of which particulars,thart is the firſt, That ac- 
cording to His Majeſties truſt expreſfed in His Letter De- 
cember- 5. the. Subjects ofthis Kingdome declare them- 
ſelves willing and ready .to take Armes in every cauſe 
which may concerne His Majeſties honour , bejng requi- 
red by His Majeſty,or any having His Authoritie. . Andis 


not this to make void the Treaty , ratified by the publick - 


Faith of this Kingdome *, and Act of Parliament , dif- 
charging all taking up of Armes againſt the Kmgdome 
or Subjects of England, upon any pretence whatſoe- 
ver , without conſent of Parliament , declaring the 
breach of Peace ; and that after three moneths warning? 
W hich treaty the Eſtates of Parliament did ſwearto ob- 
ferve inviolably, inthe ſame very oath in which they did 


. ſwearallegeance to the Kings Majeſtie;thereby declaring, 


thar the obſervation of the concluſions of the treaty may 


well confiſt with our duty and allegeance to our Sove- . 


raigne , whereas the Petition doth indiretly put ſome 
aſperſion of Lexſmajeſtie upon the Parliament for confir- 


ming and {wearing to obſerve the Articles of the Treatte, 


whichin the opinion of the Petitioners are inconfiſtent 
with our oath of allegeance. If they ſay that their Pett- 
rion did only inſtnuate that we may not take armes' to af- 
{iſtthe Parliament againſtthe King , they pur upon ita 


-fenſe whichit cannot beare, both becauſethey knew that 


the ſupplication of the Nbblemgn , Barons ,' and others 
afſiſted by us, didnot direMly ner indireatly containe a- 
ny ſuch thing, And becauſe His Majeſties truſt exprefſed 


in that Letter ( whichthey defire His Majeftie may not © 
have occaſton from usto repent) is not,only a_negative, .. 


truſt, that we will not take armes againſt him, bura poſi- 
| Ba: Uve 
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- tivetruſt and confidence , that we will be ready to affiſt | 
© him. And finally, becauſe the clauſe of the Supplication 
of the Generall Afembly which they mention as con- 
taining our obligation to our Soveraigne,and that in refe- 
rence to the preſent diſtractions in England , is poſitive, 
and not negative. | FS, | 
- Laſtly, the Petitioners for their own private ends doe 
very much wreſt and:miſ-apply our Nationall Covenant, . 
about which the whole Nation and all the Members of 
the Kirk of Scotland have as great reaſon,as by the mind 
of man can be conceived,to be moſt tender and cautelous; 
and which every one amongſt us, according to his place ' 
and calling, is obliged to vindicate from every violation; 
and namely, from ſiniſter glofles , and falſe interpretati- 
' ons, which may be the fountaine and cauſe (the Cove- 
nant being one principall rule of our ations and under- 
takings) of many ſ{cruples, tranſgreſſions, and diſturban- | 
ces. We acknowledge before God, and profeſle before  =| - 
the World, thatby our Covenant we are bound to the ut- 
moſt of our power , with our meanes and lives,to ſtand 
to the defence of our dread Soveraigne the Kings Maje- 
ſtie, his Perſonrand Authoritie, in the defence and preſer- 
vation of thetrue Religion, Lawes and Liberties of this 
Kirk and Kingdome , likewiſe in every cauſe which may 
E. concerne his Majeſties honour, according to. the Lawes 
Wy of this Kingdome, and the duty of gaod {ubjects,to con- 
| curre with our friends and followers in quiet manner, and 
i armes, as we ſhall be required of His Majeſtie , his. . 
Councell, or any having, his authoritie. We know, that . 
he who wilfully tranſgrgfſeth one Article of the Cove- | 
nant, itbeing copulative, is by interpretation guiltie of all. | 
|. _- -  _; And thereforeunder the greateſt paines cxprefled in the 
FEM _ Covenant, we reſolve for our ſelves, all the dayes of our 
 - HLves, anddoecxhort all others to that duty which oy -[< 
ave. 
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have ſworne and ſubſcribed to HAR to the Fog Mas 
jeſtie : But we defire to know of the Petitioners;who are: 
{o ready atthis time to make their own<conclufions out of 
the Covenant , which was never intended by it , nor: 
thought upon at the firſt or laſt time atthe ſwearing and. 
ſubſcribing thereof, how it cometh.to paſſe that they ne- 
ver took the Covenant in their mouth, but in this one Ar- 
ticle: Are they not bound by theirCovenant,and the ſame 
clauſe of this ſupplication,cited by them, to their mutuall 
concurrenceand afliſtance for the cauſe of Religion 7 and' 
to ſtand,with their means 8c lives,to the defence thereof, 
inthe doctrine and diſcipline of the Kirk of Scotland? and 
to live preyobeny,o righteouſly in this preſent world” 
True Conſcience of duty and fincerity in;keeping. the: 
Covenant, will make the obedience univerſall,  Second-, 
ly, ſeeing the Petitioners would only have unitie in Reli- 
gion, and uniformitie in Kirk-Government advanced by: 
Chriſtian wiſhes and fair meanes' , and yet inſ{inuateth 
their offer by armes to decide the municipall debates'of 
England , anent Civill matters, while the Civill and Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Judicatories , and the reſt of this Kirk and 
Kingdome are defiringan Aflembly ,and a Parliament, 
to conſider their intereſt and duty, and to contribute their 
beſt endeavours ( in what is above the power of their 
Commiſſioners) to further this unitie of Religion,and re- 
move theſe diſtrations in England, we ask,whether they 
preſume that they alone keep the Covenant, and would 
renderunto Chriſt which is Chriſts , and unto Ceſar 
which 1s Cefars , and that all others are Covenant-brea- 
kers © Thirdly, do they not know that the Covenant was 
{ſubſcribedin the years , 1581. and 1591. before King 
Fames was King of England 2? and- that in the particular 
Heads and Articles, it is qualified by expreſle limitations 
and reſtritions to this Kirk and Kinzdome , tothe Religion, 
; Ba. - L awes 
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. offence tothe Commiſhoners ofthe Aﬀembly , and rhar 


we 
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Eames and Liberties of Scotland therefore can no more 


be extended to muntcipall debates , arid ro the Lawes 
and Liberties of England ,/ unto” which we are ſtrangers, 
then the Kingdome of England can judge of our Lawes, 
and determine ourdifferences , the two Kingdomes being 
ſill independent, &not ſtibordinate one to another but pa- 
rallel!, whichis more at large expreſſed in the beginning 
ofthe treaty of Peace : Nor is the ſending of our Forces 
into Ireland a neceflary duty of our Covenant, but a vo- 
luntary teſtgmony of our high reſpe&s to our King,and of 


our brotherly kindneſle to the Kingdome of England , as 


was expreſſed by the eſtates in the laſt Parliament. 
Fourthly,do not the Petitioners obſerve the limitations 
exprefly contained in the words cited by themſelves, 
according to the Lawes of this Kinzdome and duty of good Sub- 
jects? 'which ſome of them may remember was interpre- 
ted inthe Aﬀembly , as if it had been ſaid within this 
Kingdome; nor was there eyer any law of this Kingdome 
of further extent :' A law and Treaty there is , we know, 
forbidding it. -Fifthly, may they not learne from the 
printed Letter, that the Kings Majeſtie expreſſeth not his 


confidence of affiftance from Scotland, upon any ground 


or articleofthe Covenant , which His Majeſtieknoweth 
to be ſo obligatory among us, but from the obedience, 
duty and affe&tion of His Subjes of Scotland , withour 
any mention of our Covenant * Burt ſuch isthe ſuperero- 
gation of fome-of the Petitioners aboye what His Maje- 
ſtie requires, that they will puta tye ofthe Covenant upon 


us, where G O D andtge King hath left us free. Thus 


have we related the 05 ran of the Covenant made 


bythe Aflembly, and vindicate that clauſe of the Cove- 
Nat, 'which4s'ſo far perverted by this Petition. | 


*Fhe Perntioners hearingthat their Petition had given 
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we were about the examination and cenfuring thereof,did ' 
dire&-fonre of their number with anorher” Peririon to 
give ſatisfaction to theexceptions that might beraken a- 
gainſt them,as is contained in their Remonſtrance which 
they exhibite for that end-: Bur when ina calme and qui- 
et conference , all the particular reaſons above-written, 
were repreſented unto them , and all means uſedro move 
them to part from their Petition, they could not be indu- 
ced,neitherin the name ofothers that had ſent them; nor 
for themſelves , to acknowledge the ſmallefterrour ci- 
ther in the matter of rheir Petition, or- inthe manner of 
their petitioning ; only they made offerto joyn with ns 
the Commiſſioners of the Afembly in a new Petition 
for Unitie of Religion, and gave ſuch glofies and interpre- 
rations uponthe clauſes of their Perition  , ' which were 

moſt excepted againft, as. could neither 'confiſt with the 
words nor ſcopeof the contrivers and authors. And 
therefore beihg deſired and earneſtly dealt with, they not 
only refuſed to declare wnder their handsthat no. other 
thing was meant in the Petnion, then theyhadby word- 
expreſſed , but alſo did ſhun to allow or perinit us, the- 
Commiſſhtoners of the Aſſembly , to declare fomuchin 

their names.,as was contarned#n Their own verball expreſ- 
ſions , intending that the Petition ſhould go through this 

and the neighbouring Kingdomes forthe ends for which 

it was devited,and eſpecially into England,for fruftrarmg 

all that hath been done , or1s-now in doing by this Kitk 

and Kingdome , out of theirpiousantention , and by their 
publick endeavours for unitte Aieion , andthe peace - 
of the rwo Kingdomes -: Ang inthe mean time that no- 
thing ſhonld be extantrom them ortheir confefftonsand : 


7 


In this cafe we judge it. neceflaty ,, andfindeitihcum- 
bent to us ro emit thrs Veclararion', 'for vindicating our 
preſent -- 
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le& of the chargeand truſt committed unto us by the Ge- 
.nerall Agembly, an occaſtonas well of diviſions at home, 
as of jealouſies and miſ-underſtandings betwixtthe King- 
domes.,a confirmation of Peritioners 1n their errour, & an 
iindire&approbation of their Petition ; as likewiſe a cauſe 
of ſtumbling and doubting to. others who ſhall read or 
hear of ſuch a Petition , eſpecially to thoſe, who through 
want of diſcerning , are-notable to prove things that are 
different, might be eaſily deceived: by their pretexts and 
ſophiſtications. We are not ignorant that this Petition 
doth very much reflec uponthe Parliament, Privy Coun- 
cell, .and the :Confſervators -of Peace; bur this we leave 
2 .to the wile conſideration of theſe civill Judicatories, as 
= they ſhallfinde themſelves concerned: we have contained 
3 our ſ{elyes within our proper Spheare , not daring to ne- 


that which pertaines to others. | 
=. ThePetitioners are not all of one kinde and diſpoſiti- 
on of heart , but are unequally yoked againſt the Work of 
God. Some of them are known , and ſome of them have 


preſent and by-paſt proceedings: for our filence and con- 
 nivence were a breach 'of our dutic. to GOD , aneg-' 


gle& our own duty , while wee forbeare to meddle with. 


\F” 


| (15) | | 
oppoſed by men of perverſe mindes ; nor can blinded: . 
mindes and hardened hearts , till God touch them by his 
power, .chooſe but ſecretly or openly oppoſe the rrurh 
and cauſe of God. And therefore itis very neceſſary that 
ſuch menrake heed unto themſelves,leſt by their fulneſſe 
of all ſubtletie and miſchief, and their nor ceaſing to per- 
vert the right wayes ot the Lord , they bee foundto bee 
fighting againſt God , which will prove bitterneſle in 
theend : Others there be who have joyned in this Peti- 
tion ( to judge charitably ) not from oppoſition to the 
unitie of Religion,they having done and ſuftered ſo much, 
and wendy. all for the Reformation of Religion at 
home , bur partly out of unwillingnefle to retuſe or 
diſpleaſe their friends to whom they are obliged by natu- 
rall or other particular bands , and partly by reaſon of the 
ſpecious pretences in the Petition , not conſidering the 
bad intentions of the contrivers , or the dangerous im- 
portance and conſequence of the Petition it ſelt: Ler ſuch 
men, to whom the Commiſhoners of the Aſſembly with 
all true happineſſe, ſeriouſly think as-well upon the condi- 
tion of the work, and the quality of the company with 
whom they joyne ,as upon thetr own intentions, leſt they 
wrong boththemſelves ; and the cauſe of God, contrary 


' totheir defires,and more then they are aware of; and let 


them remember how dangerous it is to walke in the 
counſell of the ungodly , tor their ſoules tro come into - 
their ſecret,and their glory to bejoyned with that Afſem- 
bly.If counſell be like the principall agent, conſent is like 
the inſtrument ; and to be inſtrungents of , or acceſlorie- 
unto the hinderance of the intended z and fo much deſired 
unitie of Religion , which maketh ſo fair a way for the 
Kingdome of Chriſt through the Earth , how great a 
ſin is it? and how great a ſorrow ſhall it be 2 
All this we have thought good to expreſle concerning 
C thar 
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thar diviſive Petition, and thoſe who are joyned rogether 
init,being caſt inour way as'a ſtumbling blockand rock'oF ed 6 
offence, for kinderance of ' the work of :God, bothyar' | 
home and abroad. And as we exhort and warne all the 
People of Godin this Land to obſerve them who cauſe 
divifions and offences , and to avoid them ; So we hope 
afſuredly ,. that no ſuch courſes , nor counſells ſhall pro- 
ſper, as do tend dire&ly or indire&ly , to the ſtopping of 
the courſe of the Goſpel,or to the ſuppreſſion of Religion 
and Reformation,and that God Almighty ſhall againſt all 
impediments carry forward this his blefled and glorious 
Work,to the glory of his great Name , to the advance- 
ment ofthe Kingdome of his Son Jeſus Chriſt , to the 
deſtruction of Antichriſt , to the firme Peace and 
happy Union of all His Majeſties Domini- 
ons in Religion , and to His Majeſties 
Honour and Happineſle: Whom 
GOD preſerve to raign 
long and proſpe- 
rouſly over us. 
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At Edmburgh the eizhteenth day of 
Fanuary, 1643, 


He (ommiſsioners appointed by the Kings A ajeſtie, 

| and his Parliament of Scotland, for conſerving the 
Articles of the Treaty, Doe finde that the Petition given in to 
his © Majeſties Privie Conncell by ſome Noblemen and Gentle- 
men upon the 10.0f this moneth, doth tend to the hinderance of 
their proceedings and endeavours inthis publick Work commit- 
ted to them by the Kings Majeſty, and Parliament: And that 
7 is prejudicial to the authority of this Commiſion , the ſame 
being in oppoſition of what was that day recommended by the 
ſaids Commiſsioners to the Councell. And ordaine this AG 
zo be publiſhed for ſtopping all farther progreſſe of that or other 
Petitions of that kinde, And that it be printed with the Decla- 
ration of the Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly made here- 


UTUP : 
Sic jubſcribitur 


Arch,Primeroſe Cler Commifſ. 
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